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Mission:  Advancing our customers through innovative and responsible solutions.

ADVISOR
FALL RIVER 
PROPANE 
STORAGE 
EXPANSION 
Propane supply has always 
been an issue to be dealt with 
in Wisconsin, but over the 
past few years, that challenge 
continues to grow. At your 
cooperative, ALCIVIA is taking 
the issue very seriously, and 
investing in infrastructure to 
continue our efforts to be the most reliable propane retailer in the state.

To understand the urgency behind propane supply planning, you first must know how propane gets (or 
struggles to get) to Wisconsin. In the past, the cold winter temperatures of the upper Midwest proved to be a 
lucrative spot for propane producers to sell their product. Propane was transported to Wisconsin from Kansas 
by pipelines, and from Canada via rail to reach this cold weather market. The problem those producers faced, 
however, was that the profitable area was only lucrative for the winter months.  Over the recent years, other 
countries have become the target market for those producers, with large investments in export facilities out 
of the Gulf of Mexico and Western Canada. Not only have those facilities proven to be a year-round source of 
revenue for propane suppliers, but they have also partially reversed the flow of propane away from Wisconsin 
when we need it the most.

To be prepared for that trend, ALCIVIA has not only carefully chosen reliable pipeline and rail suppliers to 
partner with, but has also made the commitment to invest in expansion and installation of our propane bulk 
storage facilities to be prepared for supply disruptions. The latest expansion is currently occurring at our Fall 
River facility. We have made the investment in 120,000 gallons of increased storage capacity, and constructed 
the facility for future expansion, as well as the potential to receive product directly from Canada and other 
supply points with the same rail line that we utilize to export grain from the area. This facility is built in a 
location that incorporates an excess of safety, security, and performance features. In addition, ALCIVIA has 
recently expanded the storage and pump speeds at its facilities in Ellsworth, Evansville, and Elkhorn. In the 
upcoming year, we will continue our investment in propane storage with several other similar projects in our 
North and South Regions.

The issue with propane supply shortages is not going away anytime soon. We are preparing for this issue early 
to continue our service to you when you need propane the most. We believe we are designed very well to 
continue our track record of being a propane supplier of choice, earning that right with our supply performance 
from our tanks to yours.



RAIL ASSETS IN GRAIN
In today’s competitive grain markets, ALCIVIA has strong 
incentives to use a variety of strategies for reducing variable 
costs of handling grain. Train-loading elevators—high 
capacity, high-speed grain loading facilities—are a great 
example of an innovative solution that improves efficiency and 
provides greater market access to ALCIVIA members. These 
facilities provide improved operational efficiency, reduced 
transportation costs, and attract grain from further distances. 

ALCIVIA has a 110-car shuttle loading facility on the Union 
Pacific Railroad, in Evansville, WI.  Corn, beans, and wheat 
trains from Evansville find their way to feeders, processors, 
and export facilities in Wisconsin, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, 
the Gulf, and the Pacific Northwest. The Evansville facility has 
dumping capacity of 50,000 bushels per hour and storage 
capacity of 10,000,000 bushels. In the 2021 fiscal year, the 
Evansville team utilized the site’s 40,000 bushel per hour load 
out capacity to ship over 15,000,000 bushels.

In Whitewater and Cottage Grove, ALCIVIA loads 25 car sets on the Wisconsin & Southern Railroad.  Bushels 
from these facilities are sold to processors in Wisconsin and Illinois. Between Cottage Grove and Whitewater, 
ALCIVIA has 6,500,000 bushels of storage capacity. Each dumping 35,000 bushels per hour and loading out 
15,000 bu per hour, these sites collectively moved out 7,000,000 bushels of corn, soybeans, and wheat in the 
2021 fiscal year.

On the Canadian Pacific Railway, ALCIVIA’s Fall River facility, loads 110-car shuttles of corn, soybeans, and 
wheat to feeders, processors, and export facilities in Illinois, Canada, and the Pacific Northwest. In the 2021 
fiscal year, the Fall River facility put it’s 40,000 bushel per hour dumping capacity and it’s 80,000 bushel per 
hour load out capacity to work, receiving and shipping out over 8,800,000 bushels making great use of the 
sites 4,900,000 bushels of storage capacity. 

ALCIVIA’s diverse market access through 3 different rail networks has provided members the opportunity to 
respond to year over year variability in competitive grain markets. The ALCIVIA team is focused on keeping a 
pulse on which markets are demanding grain and utilizing rail assets to respond.  In the last year ALCIVIA has 
made significant investments in maintaining the railroad tracks around these facilities as well as the storage 
and dumping capacities.  ALCIVIA’s train-loading elevators are key to it’s vision of customer success powered 
by engaged employees.  

ALCIVIA Fall River facility

ALCIVIA Evansville facility



ALCIVIA ANNOUNCES PURCHASE OF SOMSEN OIL
ALCIVIA is excited to announce the purchase of Somsen Oil. Somsen Oil has been delivering home heating 
oil, farm fuels, and gasoline to customers in Polk, Barron, Dunn, and St. Croix counties for the last 40 years. 
ALCIVIA is looking forward to the opportunity to continue to provide a full range of energy products and 
great service that Somsen Oil customers deserve and are accustomed to.  

“I view ALCIVIA as a true partner for your energy needs and have confidence they will serve you extremely 
well. We both share a desire to make sure that this transition is as smooth as possible and that service 
continues without any issues,” said Dave Somsen, owner of Somsen Oil. “I’d like to thank my customers for 
your loyalty and your valued patronage, as it means more to me than I can express. I’m looking forward to my 
retirement knowing that your needs will be met with excellent customer service and by people who care as 
much as I do.”

Both Somsen and ALCIVIA have similar approaches to the energy business. Both companies care about the 
customers, the services they receive, and the quality of products that are delivered. ALCIVIA is honored that 
Dave chose the cooperative as his partner for his business transition.

“On behalf of ALCIVIA, I’d like to congratulate Dave on his retirement. The energy team at ALCIVIA is eager 
to serve the Somsen Oil customers and welcome them to ALCIVIA,” commented Lee Parker, ALCIVIA vice 
president of energy and retail. 

The certified energy professionals at ALCIVIA are committed to delivering outstanding products, customer 
service, and technical support to keep your home, farm, or business up and running.

ALCIVIA is a member-owned cooperative powered by engaged employees and passionate about each 
customer’s success.  The cooperative’s mission is to advance customers through innovative and responsible 
solutions, with a vision of customer success powered by engaged employees.

COMMUNITY CORNER
Feel the Love 
The ALCIVIA Heating and Cooling team donated their time and talents Saturday, October 9. The team 
installed a furnace for a well-deserved recipient whose furnace would not have made it through the upcoming 
heating season.

This was done through Lennox’s nation-
wide Feel the Love program. A program 
that originated in Wisconsin as “Heat up 
Wisconsin” in 2010, with ALCIVIA being an 
original participating Lennox dealer. Lennox 
provides the furnace and our HVAC team 
donates their time and materials every year.

We are always looking for a well deserving 
family or veterans for next year’s program. 
Let us know if you have someone in need by 
contacting us at hvac@landmark.coop.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ALCIVIA ANNUAL MEETINGS
December 15 – Menomonie
December 16 – Cottage Grove

CONNECT WITH US 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Invest in your coop. Watch your money grow.

ALCIVIA offers two interest-bearing patron note programs.

Demand Certificate:  Requires a minimum deposit of 
$2,500 and bears interest at 2% per annum. The interest 
rate will be reviewed periodically and adjusted to market 
rates at ALCIVIA’s discretion. 

Three-Year Certificate:  Requires a minimum deposit of 
$5,000 at 3.25% interest. Interest is accrued as simple 
interest, and the interest rate is locked for the three-year 
term of the certificate. 

*ONLY AVAILABLE TO WISCONSIN RESIDENTS

Contact us to learn more:   
608-819-3124 or patron.note@landmark.coop

PATRON NOTE PROGRAM

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
ALCIVIA is excited to award a minimum of 25 
scholarships of $1,000 each, to students pursuing a two- 
or four-year degree, agriculture short course students, 
and/or high school seniors. All active ALCIVIA members, 
employees, and their children are eligible to apply.

We have awarded almost 900 scholarships totaling more 
than $440,850 to students since 1989. Building a strong 
future for agriculture helps ensure a strong future for our 
members, our communities, and the world. 

For full details and to download an application, 
visit ALCIVIA.com/givingback and scroll down to 
‘Scholarship Program’

Apply today! Applications are due via mail or paper 
copy by January 31, 2022, to the Cottage Grove 
headquarters. 


